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{ MATTHEW xi. 19. 


“$FISDOM IS $USTIFIED ‘OF “HER CHILDREN. 


THE true glory of an intelligent being 
confifts in a refemblance of his Creator; and thofe 
: principles have the higheft claim to a divine origin, 
5 ; which are beft adapted to this important purpofe. 

: The text furnifhes an inftance in which our Sa- 
viour applied a received maxim, to vindicate his 
own and the charatter of his religion. His enemies 
perceived with jealous hatred his growing influence, 
and left no means of counteraSting it unemployed. 
Becaufe John the Baptift prattifed a rigid abfti- 
nence, they faid, he hada devil; and becaufe Jefus, 

, by his example, fanétioned the innocent pleafures 
of focial life, and by condefcenfion and aitability 
endeavoured to reclaim the vicious, he was call- 

; : ed a glutton and.wine-bibber, a friend of publi- 
cans and finners. Behind fimilar objeftions has 
fcepticifm ever entrenched itfelf; and the anfwer, 
which was given to the feribes and pharifees, may 
with equal propriety be addrefled to every unbe- 
3 jiever. ‘They only can judge of truth, who are dif. 
pofed to receive it; and notwithftanding the oblo- 
guy with which I am now followed, and the oppofi- 
tion, which the prejudiced and the vicious may ever 
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make to my inftruétions, the children of wifdom, 
who are my difciples, by an illuftration of my prin- 
ciples in their lives, fhall juftify them to all future 
generations, againft the cavils and perfecutions of 
infidelity. 

The moft fatisfa&tory method of afcertaining the 
worth of any fyftem, either of religion, morals, oF 
policy, is an examination of its effects. « By their 


fruits ye fhall know them.” That the worfhip of 


gods affected by ambition, envy, jealouly and a 
venge, is adapted to nourifh thefe paflions # aie 
by whom fuch homage is paid; that to deny ¢ 
being, or to doubt the government of God, has 3 
tendency to excite a difregard of moral. obligations 
and by perverting the judgment, to eee = 
Corrupt the appetites and_paftions ; that t al fe 
tion of a fyftem of ethics, which abrogates ® ae 
tinGions in fociety> annuls the raudity; Cees 
Tage contraé, and erafes gratitude, filial plety> 


that benevolence, which in apy inftance difcriminates 
? 


between kind and kindred, from. the ult : 
Virtues, would be fubverfive of all the pa uct 
Omeftic and focial life ; that a plan of policy> f 
Obje& of which is perfonal agerandizements oe 
Which admits all the gradations of fimulavon 2 
ifimulation for the attainment of its ends, will 
, He either in frequent and deftrudtive civil contefts, 
as that national degeneracy, which will render 
Ae 4 people an eafy prey to the firft pold invader, 
a: fads, which, if they had not been attefted by 
ay hiftories of all preceding times, would have Te” 
an abundant confirmation in our own. The pref 
18 literally an age of experiment, But, notwithe 
pee the doubts and fears by which many are 
Yet affedted, concerning the interes both of the 
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church and fate, it may be the confidence of the 
enlightened and upright ftatefman, and of the hum- 
ble and decided Chriftian, that wifdom will ‘be fully 
juttified of -her children. The abfurd fyftems 
of fanciful and infuriated politicians and moralifts 
will/be'exploded and contemned. ‘The government 
of laws will yet triumph over the defpotifm of the 
paffions, and the religion of Jefus alone be acknowl. 
edged a revelation from heaven. 

If Chriftianity were fupported by no: external 
evidences, yet fuch are its tendencies, that no well 
ordered mind would explicitly deny the origin, which 
it claims, nor juftify an attempt to prevent its recep. 
tion by mankind. If it be a fabrication, it is fuch 
‘as no one but its author could have formed ; and 
from which the world has derived far greater ad- 
vantages for eighteen hundred years, than could 
have been fupplied by the united wifdom of all, 
who exifted before or fince its promulgation. The 
changes, which it has produced in the laws, manners 
and moral fentiments of nations, give to this opin- 
ion the ftrongeft evidence. On the prefent occa- 
fion, therefore, it will not be deemed irrelative, to 
illuftrate the influence, which the principles of the 
fofpel are adapted to produce on general fociety, on 
the political ftate of a nation, and on the military 
charaGter ; thus evincing the truth and juft applica. 
tion of the proverb, that wifdom is juftified of her 
children.” : 

It has been objeéted to the Chriftian morals, that 
they are not fitted for man, becaufe they require 
fuch perfe€tion as he can never attain. But if no 
one ever praétifed them in’ their utmoft extent, yet 
Many have acquired a portion of that fpirit, which 
a@uated the Author and Finifher of our ‘faith, 
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From an obfervation of fuch characters, to deduce 
the effeéts, which would be produced, if fociety wer? 
compofed only of fuch individuals, is a method © 
vindicating and of recommending religion, at once 
the moft equitable and fatisfaCtory. 

Imagine, therefore, a community, by every mem- 
ber of which Chriftianity is fincerely profeffed a” 
pradtifed. To fuppofe a perfeé coalition of op!” 
ions concerning the mode of the divine operatiod®? 
or the forms of ecclefiaftical government, would be 
uneffential ; for on thefe fubjects the wifeft and pelt 
of men have ever differed. But there are certai? 
primary principles, which have been  univerfally re- 

ceived by the Chriftian world, and which, if a5 
extenfively applied, will be confeffedly produétive of 
effe&ts far the moft favourable of all others to thé 
honour and happinefs of every civil and focial eftab- 
lifhment. . 
So powerful are religious impreffions, wherever 
they exift, that the charaGer of a people may be 
deduced with unerring certainty from that ofthe 
object of their worfhip. The fentiments of Deity, 
which are received by this community, are the moft 
fublime and influential that cam be conceived. 
Their ideas of a Being perfeétly wife, holy, juft and 
good, in whofe adminiftration nothing 1s contingent 
and nothing partial, though inadequate, are definite 5 
and in theit minds is no doubt, whether there be one 
or many gods, nor whether HE, who governs in the 
univerfe, be deferving of their love, confidence and 
homage. Such fentiments will naturally excit€ 
devotion, and have the moft dire& tendency to 
ftrengthen, to elevate and ennoble the mind, t? 
expand and to purify the beft affections of theit 
hatures. In all nations, the temples confecrated £9 
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their divinities have been the beft efforts of architec: 
tural fkill. With. their ideas of the places, in which 
their facrifices were offered, and where they were 
favoured with peculiar manifeftations of the glory of 
their deities, they aflociated ideas of peculiar folem- 
nity and magnificence; and though Chriftians are 
taught to worlhip the Father of Spirits in {pirit and 
in truth, fuch expreflions of refpeét are by no means 
unappropriate, nor will be omitted. United in this 
faith, they will, likewife, be united in the prefenta- 
tion of their devotions. They will confecrate places 
to the worfhip of God, and obferye his fabbaths ; 
they will refer in all their condu& to his prefence and 
providence, and exercife an undoubting confidence in 
the rectitude and benevolence of his difpeniations. 
‘Thefe are the duties and offices of piety, which Chrift 
has'enjoined ; and this the charaéter of Him, who 
demands the love, truft and fubmiffion of men. ‘To 
believe in fuch a Being and to be regardlefs of him, 
is impoflible;, and if the obfervance of fuch fervices 
do not give to virtueits greateft energy, it is becaufe 
he; who is unaffected by: them, is incapacitated either 
for mental or moral improvement. f 

The focial duties, which are inculcated in the gok 
pel, are fuited, alfo, to the wants of thofe, on whom 
they are enforced. Thou fhalt love thy neighbour 
as thyfelf, is the fecond of the two commandments, 
on which is faid to hang all the law and the prophets. 
To be benevolent to the poor and miferable 3 to ex- 
ercife that candour in their judgments of men, which 
fuffereth long and is kind, which hopeth all things 
and endureth all things; to be inflexibly juft in 
their intercourfes, and on no occafion to violate the 
truth ; to be ftedfaft in their friendfhips, fervent in 
their gratitude, and condefcending in all their de. 
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Portment ; to be firm in the love of their country > 
as parents, to provide for their families, to’preferve 
domeftic peace, to educate the children entrufted to 
their care in the principles and pra@tice of religion, 
exercifing a judicious difcipline, and prefenting ex= 
amples worthy of imitation ; as children, to honour 


and. obey their parents ; as. fervants; to be faithful 5 


asmafters, to be benevolent and juft ; as magiftrates;: 
to\be minifters of God for good unto the peoples 
and as fubje€ts to render tribute to whom tribute is 
due, and honour to whom honour: Thefe are re 
quirements worthy “of shim, from whom they were 
derived, and fitted alike for every country and every 
age. They will not, indeed, receive the approbation, 
of the felfifh, the unjuft, the xefentful, the dititber 
of public and private tranquillity ;* but where is the 
man, by whom they have been faith fully praifeq- 
who complains of their ‘igour PAM tat. Fos as 
thizing friend, the kind neighbour, the ey 
the affe@iionate and: conftant hufband, the “obedie; 


in impofing fuch commands, his Lord be auftere and 
unaccommodating? No. From his f{ocial duties 5 
Chriftian derives his focial pleafures; anq in hig 
mind they become fo clofely connected, that ¢ 
difunion would iffue in the deftru@ion of both. 
The followers of Jefus are required, likewile, to 
attain that complete government of themfelves, which 
involves the control of their thoughts, their words, 
their appetites and paffions. This is the nobleft in. 
dependence of which man is capable. Hey that hath 
no rule over his fpirit, is like a’ city broken down 
and without walls. Ail things are lawful for me, 
faid St. Paul, but 1 will not be brought under the 
Power of any. How dignified and commanding ig 


heir 


$004 citizen » : 


. Nt e 
child, the upright and fubmiffive dependent, whethen, : 
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this fentiment, and how admirable the character, 
which is formed by its obfervance ! They are taught 
to be humble, prudent, diligent and cheerful ; to be 
content with fuch things as they have, never envy= 
ing the condition of another, nor coveting his pof- 
feffions. In profperity they are to be grateful, not 
high-minded, but trufting in the living God, who 
giveth them richly all things to enjoy. . In adverfity 
they are to confider that all events are under divine 
direétion, and to exercife patience and fortitude. 
Was a fyftem of religion like this ever offered to the 
world? Does not even this curfory recurrence to it 
imprefs our minds with the conviction, that fuch 
wildom will ever be juftified of her children ? 

Public virtue is the combined refult of the virtues 
of individuals ; and the community, by each member 
of which thefe great principles of truth were prattie 
cally adopted, would poffefs advantages, for the want 
of which every nation has fuffered, and which by this 
means only can be attained. 

The firft effe&t, which we noticeas infeparably con- 
nected with thefe principles, is a greater equalization 
of happinefs. The fame circumftances, from which 
we deduce that God is the Creator of man, evince 
alfo, that the diftin@tions between the learned and 
the ignorant, the rich and the poor, are of divine 
appointment; or if we had no other argument by 
which to defend the wifdom of fuch difcriminations, 
an unprejudiced taind would be completely fatisfied, 
by a confideration of the benefits of which they are 
produative. But though civil laws, in many inftan- 
ces, may defeat the projeéts of ambition, reprefs 
the impetuofity, of angry and refentful paffions, 
and limit the rapacity of avarice ; though many may 
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formed to the duty of doing to others, as t 


and fubtlety, nor the ignorant view the 
-ouly and hatred ; the rich_woul 
and impofing, nor the’ poor €8¥! 


a thetefore, we have many 
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be deterred from crimes, which are confequent OM 
thefe diftin@ions, by a fear of the punifhment, which - 
48 annexed to their commiffion, yet as no other than 
Afenfe of moral ‘duty can completely fubdue yi 
free of the temptation, it is only from the prove. 
dence of this, that we can hope for the fuppreffio> ae 
‘thofe vices, which occafion far the greateft portio™ wd 
the miferies offociety: Ifeach confidered others, 483 


ith hi 5 d 3 ifall con- 
equally with himfelf, the children of Go i veut 


he wife would never 
figns by intrigue 
m with jeal. 
d not be arrogant} 
jous oT unfaithful, 


that others fhould do to them, t 
"ck the accomplifhment of their de 


d, Ihave no need of 
J have no need of you, 
gembers in one body, 
cheba aoc 
Corie utes: its-part towal aes one in fociery” 
lo We, being many as iD ee for which each 


_ He eye cannot fay to the han 
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‘Except in arbitrary governments, the internal mekoear 
‘every nation will derive its complexion from the char- 
‘acter of the people, Ina fociety, aétuated by the laws 
of Chrift, though in many things uneffential they may 
differ, they will be ever ready to facrifice individual.to 
public good, and realize the-adyancement of their 
own, in whatever is defigned to promote the intereft 
of the whole. In fucha community there will-be 
no factions and no cabals. As they. have experiens 
ced the benefits of a wife, virtuous, and equal ad. 
miniftration, they would not ele&t as their chief mag- 
iftrate, a man who has contemned that religion, which 
is the guide of their lives, and the:bafis of their hopes- 
They would not .entruft the conftitution of their 
country.to men, who were hoftile+o its‘eftablifhment; 
nor believe thofe fitted to be legiflators, who were the 
mere.adherents of a\party. .Thefe are the fources, 
from which flow diftruft in the: government of a na-, 
tion, and from which proceed: thofe civil difcords, 
which are the greateft of national calamities. The, 
end:of fociety is «to attain the -greatelt ‘happinefs of: 
all, by giving fecurity to property; and producing a) 
combination of the interefts of eyery.. individual, ine 
fapport of the whole: Where the fame principles of 
virtue are acknowledged. by all, this effeét will cer- 
tainly follow. The rulers being elected from among 
the people, there will exift no doubt concerning the 
jalifications, which are requifite; and as none but 
‘ood laws will be enacted, complaint or oppofi. 
ton will be unknown. pte svi 
~ Another confequence of the’ principles, we have 
fated, is an entire accumulation of national ftrength, » 
phe tights of a _people will be no longer refpe@ed « 
by others, than they are valued and. defended by 
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themfelves. If by its united forces, a Ration’e ‘ 
maintain its independence, it may, at leat a 
deftruction ; and if it muft fall, will fal] sith : ar 

In the view of a Chriftian, patriotifm ha, afi SAE 
tion far more extended, than is comprehend, cpa i 
by modern moral theorifts, or fpeculating Politiciane. 
It is'a fentiment pure and fublime; ang spc ae C 
it Impels to the refiftance of every foreign y Si 


i a 
regards equally the rights of others, Bhat love 


who duly refpeéts the adminiftration, 
the tig nt of fuffrage, he fuftains a y 
Tegards his family, his _ neighbourh, 
who inhabit the fame foil, wich 
Olce pure and ardent, when called ; 
ever produce effe&ts worthy of aap “reife, will 
iFis diteted. Men united by fach boo Which 
command the deference of Nations ; and Ue > will 
arms, councils, numbers and wealth Would Ses it, 
fe@ual. If thefe alone had been fufficient for = wee 
al ftrength, Rome would have become a rovi “ton. 
Carthage ; and America, at this day, would}. of 
Tecéived her Jaws from Britain, « It vet 
to the Romans, that the love, which t 
for their country, was blended with fo 
Zentiment of devotion. That mighty 
in the moft aufpicious period, the pre 
Once their monarch and their God; the capitol ef > 
teemed ag eternal as the city, and the i, 
ternal as its founder, had anciently made on their 
minds the deepeft impreflions.”* — "That Chriftianity 
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is yet infinitely better adapted to produce fuch an 
union, will not be queftioned by thofe, who, at any 
feafon, have experienced its efficacy. 3 ‘ 
The laft blefling to fociety, refulting from a con. 
formity to the requirements of the gofpel, would be 
the unceafing favour of God. Jefus Chrift taught 
his followers, that the divine providence extends to 
every particle of matter, and eyery operation of the 
mind. He, therefore, who obferves even the falling 
of a fparrow to the ground, will never leave a nation, 
till it abandons him, How often do the beft formed 
proje&ts of man difappoint his hopes at the very. mo-. 
ment of expected fuccefs ? How frequently, in tra. 
cing the chain of caufes, which have iffued in events. 
the moft important in the hiftory of man, do we find 
them fufpended on circumftances too minute to haye. 
claimed attention, at the time when they tran{pir ed i 
Thefe haye been confidered, by the beft moral phi: 
lofophers,* as inconteftible evidences of a divine 1n- 
fluence. To acquire ‘the approbation: of a Beings 
infinitely powerful, wife and good, and Ss aad 
minion is fo extenfive, certainly comprifes all. whic: 
is effential to private or national happinefs. In vain. 
will a legiflature aflemble, if God do not confer wif- 
dom, In vain will armies receive the beft inftruc. 
tions, or be commanded by the moft tkilful generals, 
if He blefs not their enterprizes. The lot is caft in- 
to the lap, but the whole difpofal of it is the Lord’s, 
“The favage tyrants, the mighty conquerors of the 
world, were {courges in his hand for the punithment 
of the difobedient. As there are points of Vice, bea 
yond which individuals cannot proceed, without be- 


* Hartley on Man, vol. ii. p. 44.-—See alfo Search’s Light of Na: 
wat Bi d, vol, ii part iii, chap. Providence. 
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coming the miferable victims of their excefles a 
when nations arrive at certain ftages of degenera, 2p 
they are forfaken by Him, whom they have neglee? 
ed. “In'Judea, fruitful feafons, internal peace ‘a, . 
vietories abroad, were the fure confequences of ae 
lic virtue and every people, by whom the chara 
of God’is reverenéed, and his will obferved, 14 a 
reafonably ‘calculate on the-fame bleffings. L Cae 

Thefe effets of Chriftianity, on the focial {tenes 
are adapted to recommend it to every condition 2 
men. Happy indeed, is that community, whofe @ ms 
is the Lord! Happy the peoplé whofe confideng-. 
m Him; “for thine, O Lord, is the greatnefs, 
the power, and the glory, and the vigtory, ane Te 
‘Majefty ; “forall that is in heaven and in the eee 
thine.) Thine is the’ kingdom,;°O Lord, and tk ig 
art exalted as head above” all-~ Both richeg sou 
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honour come of thee, and ‘thot reipnem ¢,.. “Ad 
In thitte hand‘is power-and might, ana Gn aan Ae 
Ini P and might, and in thine bk 
itis to make great, and to ‘give frength Unto ay Ay, a 
The laws of nations ar€ the’gradual refults aes. 
tional wants. As, therefore, néw circumftances RAE 
continually tranfpiring, or as familiar events DUS 
quently occur with fuch various modification, “S 
could’ not poflibly be anticipated, a perfec fyftey, °8 
human legiflation never exited, nor can be exis Sy 
ed. - The circumftances, which principally Bea 
the inefidiency of the beft human laws, are, thar’ th. 
extend only to the regulation of condué ; conp™ 
quently, numerous crimes may be perpetrated, 1.7 
which they:take no cognizancé-; and as they are in 
Kituted by men; fallible’as thofe for whom they’ ay. 


defigned, the motives to obedience may be eafily re 


* : Chronicles, x3ix. TZ, 12 
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fitted. . Hence almoft all legiflators, to give. effect 
to their laws, have attached to them a pretended di- 
vine fan&tion ;* defigning, by eftablifhing the belief, 
that not only a@tions, but the moft fecret motives 
were known, to acquire more complete dominion 
over the hopes and fears of men. That the religion 
of Jefus furnifhes the beft remedy for thefe defects, 
is not only afferted by its public minifters and by all 
the pious, but is confefled by every confcientious 
solitician. So general, indeed, is this conviction, 


that every afpiring demagogue declaims loudly on 
jts utility, that he may conceal, even from his ac- 
complices, a fufpicion of his nefarious defigns.. __ 

~ By. producing fuch effe&ts on the morals of focie- 
ty, and by giving to laws that force, which can nev-. 
fs derived from the power of man, Chriftianity 
si Ifo form rulers, under whofe adminiftration, 


ld attain their greateft profperity. Notre. 
f the gofpel is addreffed immediately to 

iftrates ; but in the explanation, which is given 
Pie origin and defign of civil authorities, we are 
4 cht, in the moft impreflive manner, what they 
eed ae. if they were guided by the principles of 
Wee Seeions As fervants of God, they would ven- 
fee his character ; and as they are exprefsly ap- 
e 


( a4 . a 
L - = oft profound veneration for his ordi- 
« To ae Ri aes ey se aces he boafted of having familiar 
= orfation with Jupiter. Mnevess likewife, ne of ee eae ee 
converli ‘1 legiflators of Egypt, attributed his to aia ry. Ly- 
PERO teed iimtelbor ene MAGEE of Apollo, pe fore ; = egan the Baer 
curgu® in Sparta, Zalucus, legiflator of the Loca nes galdithathe was io: 
nae aie ete fies, among the Arimafpes, declared that he 
ne e aiahcts rom a genius adored by 1G people. Beihai sai 
had Getes, his intimate communications with the goddels Vetta 5 and 
to the itaianern ith his converfations ils the nymph Egeria. 
‘Numa am Le es Fae of Lawn Arts and Sciences, vol. ii, pon 
‘oguet’s Or . 
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pointed for thé good of the people, 
fend the conftitution againft every 
ment, and executé the laws with un 
tiality. 

In magiftrates, piety is indifpenfable, The fove: 
reign of a people is thé reprefentative of God. If, 
théréfore, he have no reveretice for the fupreme Gov- 
€ror of heaven and earth, what bafis can he furnifi 
for confidence or refpect ? If piety, without knowl- 
edge, induces bigotry and fanaticifm, knowledge, 
Without piety, will as certainly be fatal both to per- 
fonal and focial virtue. We know, indeed, that un- 
Principled magiftrates have been appointed by the 
Moft High ; but it was for the punifhment of the 
Nations. The eleétion of fuch rulers marks a flage’ 
of national debafement, which evinces a néceflity of 
the feverett correstive. Power, which, from the 
weaknefs of human nature, is at all times dangerous, 

inifhes, toa man deftitute of religious principles, 


they would dé. 
unjuft infringe. 
deviating impar- 


the means of effegtuating every bafe'defign. Flifto_” 


*Y does not record the name of a a = “a 
chara@er, who was not a defpot. ; If the es me 
‘at of God, the obfervance of his ee a = f 
ere Tequiréments, and an habitual recolle ion’ o 
nal accountability be réquifite to fortify the mind 
again the influence of temptations, in the commer: 
"ranfagtions of life, how much’ more when the BES 
Tefts Of millions SG committed to the care of an in- 


dividuat, who is either amenable to no earthly fe 
hi ‘Y. or only to judges, who are the eee of 
US will? a. pious magiftrate will execute the : uDes 
NORS of hie office under a deep convidtion of his ref- 
Ponhibility at a tribunal, from which there is nO ap- 


Peal. He wil} guard the rights of confcience againft 


€ 7 


every encroachmient ; but under this pretence, he 


would not court the impious libertine, nor counte- 
nance his blafphemies. Liberty of confcience is the 
natural right of every one; but this includes no right 
to deftroy thofe facred inftitutions, on which de- 
pend the order and happinefs of fociety. And the 
only-method of fecuring thefe effential-bleflings of a 
free State is the eleGtion of tulers, who, to their love 


of country, unite devotion to Him, who governs in. 


the nations, and reverence of that difpenfation of 
his will, which He has made to mankind. 

Jn the hiftories ofall countries, their military-cha-- 
racter claims a confpicuous place. A nation at: 

¢ with all others, like an individual in ptivate- 

er ifhes but few events, which will intereft the 
life, ek of pofterity. Hence the prevalence of the» 
catia opinion, that the hiftory of man will fup. 
cai a detail of the ravages of ambition and av. 
ply oF ue is true, and to the difgrace of man, that ” 
ayers f our kind have fallen. in wars the moft 
saulBors : reffive and cruel; and during the prefent 
anjutt, ine world, as the fame paffions, by which 
ftate of § eee occafioned, will retain afcendency, 
thefe nals the duty of every nation to be in a con- 
it ee astees for refiftance. That war, under 
ftantscoe mftances, is jultifiable, has been admitted 
Tugh eae moralifts. . That the principles of the 
by all the better adapted than all others, to give to 
golbehare. charatter its higheft dignity and worth, 
ee econ of the effeéts, which they have 
Os will be inconteftably demonftrated. 


Notwithftanding the frequency of wars fince the 


promulgation of the gofpel, and the unjuft motives 
Cc 
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on which they have been profecu Sis ices 
caufes are certainly better shenitdes a hee 
at any former period ; and among Chr Sata = 
thefe caufes have acquired great saa pies 
military charaGter of the Greeks ang ear oa 
elpecially of the latter, though in many refpett ve 
ferving of honour and imitation, was lie ed ee * 
unguithed by an infatiable thirft of aia! ae 
minion, for the acquifition of sabia ae vant 
wealth. Tt was not, therefore, Betahte joes a 
ed injuries from the neighbouring gy, tee alayetel 
caufe thofe, againft whom their arms tig oo de 
had afflumed an impofing or thieatening cao 
that they determined their favHagatinnc pofture, 
were, fometimes, the pretences ; “but ee Claas 
tives, which were then, perhaps, “con, e real mo- 
common view, are now difcernible pj oe “ig 
underftanding. Rome afpired~to af ee P aoe 
of the world; and the power of aise ony 
deemed amply fufficient to jultify the sitesces on 
tights of nations were too anaCtiaeT so The 
to be well underftood, or greatly relpee heh tcal 
was the only alternative of thofe whofe fae eam 
Not adequate to reprels defigns of ee abe “a 
fell all which they pofleffed at the price of neat 42 
of their enemies, or to retain their lives 3 Saat 
ty by an unrefifting fubmiffion. But shi Pan ae 
tianity has fhed its benign influence, and potas s 
Men each to each, and all to God, the on] circ : 
Rance, which will render war juftifiable. cB a a 
ional injury, which cannot otherwife be ae aia: 
ot which, if fuffered with impunity, will ‘ivies Wile 
@ggreflions, by which the interefts of the community 
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will be endangered. Their oppofition, therefore, is 
exclufively defenfive;, and is founded on the fame 
principles, which make felf-prefervation the firft law 
of nature. A Chriftian neither provokes his neigh- 
bour by infult or injuftice, nor will he refift_an in- 
fringement of his rights with a malicious and re- 
vengeful fpirit ; but as no individual has a natural 
right to deprive another of his property, his freedom 
or his life, while he is purfuing his employments by 
the rules of juftice, a fimilar intention cannot be 
vindicated in the intercourfes of nations. A Chrif- 
tian community will ever be prepared for war, be- 
caufe taught by the experience of all ages, that 2 
nation unguarded foon becomes the fpoil of the un- 
principled and the daring... But they will engage in ~ 
it only as a laft refort; and then, merely to retain 
that, which they have received by inheritance, OT is 
the fruit of their labours. : 
seg HY the extenfion of the gofpel, the confequences 
es have, alfo, been far lefs terrible, than during 
cess by which it was preceded. Where con- 
Tea lave been excited by the jealoufy of religious 
Tes, they have, indeed, equalled the barbarity 
of the moft defpotic and cruel tyrants 5 but this con- 
ftitutes no objection either againft the truth or eX: _ 
cellence of Chriftianity. To the influence of the 
gofpel we are indebted for thofe laws, which have 
€ver appointed limits to ftratagems, and which have 
made it a duty of a conqueror, which cannot be 
Violated without fhame and difgrace, to admit a tri- 
umph to mercy at the very moment, which crowns 
his efforts with fuccefs. A prince, who fhould now 
-teduce a yanquifhed nation to flavery, who fhould 


(20 ) 


chain its governors to his triumphal car, raze their 
cities to the ground, and wantonly riot in the maf- 
facre of their inhabitants, would defcend to potterity 
with every epithet attached to his name, which the 
difguft and indignation of the hiftorian Zould ents, 
bine. <“ Let us fet before our eyes, on one hand, 
the continual maffacres of the Greeks and Romans ; 
and on the other, the deftruétion of people and cit- 
ies by thofe famous conquerors Timur Beg and 
Jenghiz Khan, who. ravaged Afia; and we fhall fee 
that we owe to Chriftianity, i in government a certain 
political law, and in war a law of nations, benefits 
which human nature can never fufficiently acknowl. 
edge.’’* 

Although there may not, therefore, be equal hon. 
ours attached to the profeffion of arms as in ancient 
times, the charaGter of the Chriftian foldier is far 
more deferving of praife, than thofe of the mighty 
ravagers of the world. He is entrufted with the de 
fence of the liberties and happinefs of his country . 
but his fword is unftained by one drop of blood theq 
in unjuft refiftance. _ In the gofpel, life is compare 
to a warfare ; and every paflion, propenfity and hab. 
it, inconfiftent with the divine law, is an enem 

. with whom man is to contend, To be a fuccefgfy} 
combatant, he mutt be vigilant, courageous and per. 
feyering ; he muft conftantly retain in view the end 
to which his efforts are to be direéted, and exercife 
that difcipline over himfelf, by which his ftrength ang 
refolution will be continually increafed. Thefe are 

* Bpirit of Laws. B. 24. chap. 3. It is owing to this law of nations, that 


Among us victory leaves thefe great advantages to the conquered, life, liber- 


ty, laws, wealth, and always religion, when the conqueror is not blind to hi, 
Pwninterett, Ibid, 


a 
a 
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of a Chriftian foldier ; and if ar- 


fics 
the characterifti d only of fuch members, they. 


amies were compofe 
would be invincible. 

Impreffed with thefe fentiments, ciaaee of 
the Ancient and Honorable Company of Arti lery, 
we congratulate you on the return of this ree 
fary.* While our minds are pained by reflecting 
on the defolations, which war has made among ey 
{pecies, and while we contraft thefe oe a ew 
the effets, which would refult from an univer’ re- 
ception of the principles of our holy se to 
behold a pand of foldiers annually renewing their 
profeffions of dependence on Him, who governs 
in the yniverfe, and their refolutions to aun 
form to hjs requirements, is a fpettacle, dd 
excites emotions of the higheft admiration ap 
pleafure, By thofe, who rightly eftimate its impor- 
tance, religion is acknowledged infinitely the moft 
ee both of private and of national bleflings 5 
eae in defending it againft the attempts of thofe, 

93 in depriving us of it, would deftroy at once 
ine happinefs in this, and our hopes jn the future 
World, the Chriftian foldier will be juftified in the 
fight of G od and man. For reafons above our com- 
P rehenfions, yet infinitely wife and good, the Al- 

mighty Difpofer of events may, for a feafon, permit 


* The Company was firft incorporated in the year ugh 
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_ Asa feminary of military difcipline, your inftitution 
is honorable to its founder and members and highly 
deferving of public favor and Sans He only 
can command with dignity, who. has learned, in 
Bi: fchool of fubmiffion, the juft ufes of authority. 
: ay gee long continue to enjoy thofe diftinctions 
yy te is you have been honoured ; and if called to 
e field, in defence of that government by which 
your privileges are maintained, and that religion in 
which we all repofe our faith and confidence, may 
your efforts be as fuccefsful, as your caufe ‘will be 
glorious ! : While you are a€tuated by fuch princi- 
ples, and impelled to fuch defigns, our country will 
never fear the want of accomplifhed and efficient 
commandersn. **I envy the good fortune of the A- 
thenians,”’” faid Philip of Macedon. They find 
ten men every year able to comfaand their armi 
while I could never find any one b aie 
Hechine ut Parmenio to 
3 But, Gentlemen, though we rejoice in the fl 
rifhing fate of your inftitution, you will join with 
us in anticipating that happy period, when difcorg 
fhall ceafe to the ends of the earth, al men. hall 
learn war no more. However diftant it may be, th 
day will certainly arrive, when the wicked fhall Ae 
from troubling, and the weary be foreyer at reft, 


They fhall no more be alarmed by dangers, nor dif. - 


trefled by the fight of garments rolled in blood. 
While, therefore, you are emulous of honours, Which 
are evanefcent, let your ardour be excited for the 
acquifition of thofe, which will never tarnifh, and of 


which the poffeffor will never be deprived. Fight 


* Plutarch, 
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of faith. Be fober; be vigilant 5 
in view that incorruptible crown, 
which is affured to the conqueror of himfelf, perfe- 
vere to the end, untired by labour, undifcouraged 
by difficulties, and unintimidated by the number 
or magnitude of temptations. He that is flow to an- 
ger is better than the mighty, and he who ruleth 
his fpirit than he who taketh acity ; for to him who 
overcometh, fays our blefled Lord, will I give to fit 
with me in my throne, even as LT alfo overcame, and 


am fet down with my Father in his throne. 


the good fight 
and ever retaining 


AMEN. 


